SEVENTEEN

Paul practiced |the voice on a daily basis. He would often contact
people he met in his daily activities. Only for a brief second would
he probe, testing to see whether he could in fact, reach them. Never
would he probe or stay too long in their consciocusness. His skill
increased, and |scon he could indesd tell a3 person's character from the
brisfest contagt. He was amazed at the diversity of personalities he
encountered. Bome he Ffound to be friendly, some witty, some
krilliant, somg pettv. Rarely did he find someone who was truly
loathsome, but [when he did, he stopped contact immediately.

Each day he expected that he would be visited by RaKressh, and he greuw
tanse from the juncertainty.

Finally, one day after he returned from the grocery store, he received
& warning from|his alarm. He stopped what he was doing, and entered
the voice-trange. 11 was Rakreesh, of that he was certain. Once he
made contact, he attemptad to determine his motives. He snapped out
of the trance immedigtely. OQuwhindamon had given him adequate warning.
RaKreeszh was Mot coming to exchange pleasantries, but to Kill Paul
Phillips. For |the first time, Paul was afraid for his life. But
sooh, the fear |uas replaced with a sense of tranquility. I¥ this is
how it is to end, so be it, he thought. The others will carry on
without me! they will do what they can to save the Earth from
destruction. ust then, another alarm issued from his computer. He
was ahout to determine who was coming, when the haze appeared in his
living reoom.

Rakreesh stepped out of the fog. Paul made contact. RaKreesh uwas

mak ing an unbelievable effort of will to supress the urge to Kill Kill
Paul before he|askKed gquestions. Finally, RakKreesh gained enough
composiure to speak.

Paul. How are vou? 1 have been detained for a while,
rap by to see wou."

"Good morning.,
and could not

"Helle, RaKreesh. You look well, although it appears something is
bothering you.

fact, something is bothering me.," snapped RaKreesh as
to Paul.

"@z a matter o
he moved closer

Paul noticed that the Panterran's claws uwere involuntarily retarcting
and opening. He also Khew that the creature's willpower uwas
weakening .
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